The Rich Young Man – Matthew 19:16-26, Luke 18:18-27
(Speech bubbles attached for use in storytelling)

One day, a young man – a very rich young man – came up to Jesus and asked:
‘Good Teacher, what must I do to have eternal life?’

Jesus looked at him and answered:
‘You know the commandments’ (and Jesus reminded him of some of them), ‘don’t kill, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, honour your father and mother, and love your neighbour as yourself’

And the man said:
‘I have kept all these commandments since I was a boy.’

Jesus knew what was in the man’s heart and he said:
‘But there’s one thing in the way between you and God – sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’

The young man looked very sad and he walked away from Jesus.
Jesus watched him go and then he turned to his disciples and said
“It is almost impossible for a rich man to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. I say it again—it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God!”

The disciples looked at each other, puzzled and said:
‘Who, then, can be saved?’

Jesus said:
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘With man this is impossible but with God, all things are possible’.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The young man asked Jesus – ‘What must I do to have eternal life?’ People can’t make themselves friends with God – sin is in the way. The rich young man loved his money more than he loved God so he didn’t want to do as Jesus said – that is sin.
Does that mean that people can’t be friends with God if there is sin in the way, that it’s impossible for people to enter the kingdom of God because of their sin (whether its money or something else)? It would be impossible if their sin wasn’t removed but God has made it possible by sending Jesus to take away our sin and to make us friends with God and able to enter the kingdom of God – that is great news.
